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TANACH:

Kings versus Prophets

Rabbi Jonathan Mishkin

As the Biblical nation of Israel settles into its homeland following the tumultuous period of the Shoftim, they cry to God for stable leadership, a chance to be like all the other nations, in short - they want a king.  How will the religious leadership react - are the prophets and priests ready to yield power to this new institution?  Welcome to Sefer Shemuel, the literary gem of Nevi'im Rishonim.  Here we meet the dynamic characters of Shemuel, Shaul and David who have a supporting cast of equally interesting personalities. The stories in this book go beyond the power struggles of Kings, Prophets and Plishtim; Sefer Shemuel tells the tale of man's response to G-d's call. Can Israel rise to the challenge and develop a righteous and holy society? Throughout our studies we will keep in mind that the Bible is far more than a national history; its personalities symbolize the spiritual struggle of the nation.  Great attention will be paid to the text of Tanakh and we will make liberal use of commentaries and midrashim.

Theological Stories in Tanach

Rabbi Nir Knoll
In this class, we will explore stories in Tanach which deal with areas of theology and Jewish philosophy, such as free will, God's involvement in the world, justice and faith. Hopefully, we will be able to find the ideas and solutions that the stories in Tanach raise and apply it to our lives.

Pivotal Moments in the Torah
Mrs. Sara Malka Reichman
We will delve into some of the most exciting events in the Torah and explore the impact of the individual on the moment and the moment on the individual involved. The perspectives of the classic mefarshim as well as the great Jewish philosophers will be studied with an emphasis on those most relevant to our own personal spiritual quests. 

Inspirational Women in Tanach

Mrs. Havi Bitter

In this course, we will study various female characters and archetypes in Tanach. Through text analysis and discussion, we will discover many unique aspects of the female personalities, both those who are familiar to us and some who are more obscure. We will apply what we learn to our own behavior and the way we view our role in the world around us. 

Tehillim and Tefillah

Mrs. Havi Bitter

Tehillim is a sefer that is unique among the sifrei Tanach. It is a book that sheds light on the emotional world of David Hamelech, and guides modern day man in managing his complex emotional world. The many chapters of Tehillim have been recited by Jews throughout history in the most challenging and joyous circumstances. In this class we will study perakim of tehillim that Chazal have incorporated into our daily tefillot, and into the tefillot that we say on Shabbat and Holidays. We will attempt to cover one perek of tehillim per class, focusing on the structure of the perek, its poetic beauty, the insights it sheds on the life of David Hamelech, and the message that it relays to our personal lives.
ספר דברים
Mrs. Havi Bitter
What is Sefer Devarim all about? How does Moshe choose what will be part of his parting message to the Jewish nation? Is this book in fact a review (as the alternate name,” Mishna Torah”, connotes) of the previous four books of the the Torah? Join Am Yisrael as they learn from the world class educator, Moshe Rabbeinu, during their final days in the desert. Prepare together with the people of the desert for "real life". In this class we will cover the entire Sefer Devarim. We will look at both the overall structure and theme of each parasha within the sefer, as well as delve into one or two specific issues that arise in each parasha. 
ספר במדבר בעיון- Between Spirituality and Humanity
Rabbi Dani Goldstein

In this course, we will delve into the triumphs and failures of Bnei Yisrael as presented in Sefer Bamidbar. We will use the text as a springboard to understand the issues of spirituality and humanity as they relate to us in our own world. We will mine the Chumash using the classical commentaries, while developing an approach towards independent analysis and learning skills.
ספר ויקרא for the Intimated

Rabbi Jonathan Mishkin

Sefer Vayikra might seem dull, if not scary. It’s filled with topics like sacrifices and impurity and lists of forbidden foods. But it also holds the secret to the meaning of religion and outlines the path to approaching God. Don’t be afraid. Be curious. Come explore the mysteries of this little understood sefer that stands at the center of God’s word.
אישי נ"ך: People of the Book
Rabbi Jonathan Mishkin
As the Jewish people move into their homeland following their travels in Sinai, all sorts of adjustments are necessary for national development.  Not least of these critical movements is the challenge of balancing religious and political leadership.  In this course we will study the efforts, successes and failures of the General Yehoshua, several of the Judges from Sefer Shoftim, Israel's early kings, and the enigmatic figures of the prophets.  Throughout our studies we will keep in mind that the Bible is far more than a national history; its personalities symbolize the spiritual struggle of the nation.  Great attention will be paid to the text of Tanakh and we will make liberal use of commentaries, midrashim and the Gemara.  
WRESTLING JACOB: Deception, Identity and Struggle 

Rabbi Shmuel Klitsner

This class introduces a new way to read the Bible, in which unusual word choices, odd syntax, and striking parallels conspire to reveal profound new meanings in an ancient text. Studying the sweeping narratives in the Book of Genesis we will analyze Jacob’s personal wrestling with his own angels and demons On another level, it is about deceptions – of ourselves and of others – that threaten the fragile
development of our identities.
Leadership in Tanach

Rabbi Nir Knoll

Throughout Tanach we are exposed to many different types of leadership roles and personalities. By looking at a variety of stories in Tanach, we will explore the various leadership roles that are presented, such as the king, kohen gadol, prophet and scholar as well as the diverse personalities who defined those roles (Moshe, Ezra and Nechemya, Shmuel, David, Shaul, and others).

מגילת שיר השירים
Mrs. Gabz Staiman
We will first tackle the essential question of why the book of Shir Hashirim was placed in Tanach at all. What is the whole controversy around the Shir Hashirim?... and basic background about it. We will then go through the Sefer purely based on Pshat. We will live through the trials of the couple listed, on a very basic and humane level. We will use their story to help us understand some fundamentals about relationships generally in life. Following this, with mefarshim on hand, we will then attack the story, and decipher why and how it relates to Ben Adam LeMakom. Using the simplistic foundations we learnt, we will apply our lessons to show how it is possible to have a connection and relationship with Hashem.

Topics in Bamidbar: From Highs to Lows and from Lows to Highs
Rabbi Dani Goldstein
Sefer Bamidbar is about transitions—slaves become "angels" and "angels" turn back into people. The turbulence of this journey has been left to us as the triumphs and failures of Bnei Yisrael as presented in Sefer Bamidbar. We will use the text as a springboard to understand the issues of spirituality and humanity as they relate to us in our own world. We will mine the Chumash using the classical commentaries, while developing an approach towards independent analysis and learning skills.

Beit Midrash: In Pursuit of the Parsha
Mrs. Havi Bitter, Rabbi Daniel Goldstein, Mrs. Miri Kwalwasser, Mrs. Barbara Vidomlansky
The Parsha is more than just another subject. Parshat Hashavua is the common language that connects Jews of every different type. Knowledge of the Parsha and its issues is a basic foundation upon which all learning is based. This Beit Medrash period is dedicated to pursuit of the Parsha. It is a chavruta- based period in which pairs of students will gain knowledge of the parsha, it's important Rashi's, famous issues, and commentators by delving into the parsha together. Faculty will be on hand to prod, help and delve with students into the sources.

Beit Midrash: Speed Nach

Rabbi Jonathan Mishkin and Rabbi Nir Knoll

A basic knowledge of Tanakh is an obvious criterion for the education of Jewish students everywhere.  This course will cover the middle part of that requirement - Nevi'im Rishonim.  Beginning with Sefer Yehoshua this twice weekly class will take you on a whirlwind trip through the conquests of the land and the few minor glitches General Yehoshua experiences during his career.  From there, we're off to Sefer Shoftim and the wild and exciting adventures of Israel's ad hoc leaders.  The goal of this course is to achieve a basic knowledge of Tanakh's historical literature. The class mostly comprises guided chavruta (paired) study: you and a partner will learn the text chapter by chapter with two levels of questions, maps, and charts to assist you along the way.  Points and competitions throughout the year will spice up the task of mastering the story part of the Bible.

CHABUROT: Topics and Personalities in Tanach
Rabbi Nir Knoll
In Tanach we are exposed to many different types of events and personalities. We will study and analyze some of the more interesting stories in Tanach and evaluate the behaviors of the people involved. By doing so, we will hopefully gain a better insight into Tanach and the personalities in our tradition.

From Exile to Redemption in Tanach
Rabbi Jonathan Duker

Of all the books of Tanach, none take place at times as similar to our own as those following the destruction of the first Beit Hamikdash through the building of the Second. In this class we will study in depth books from this era, including Daniel, Ezra/Nehemia, Haggai, Zecharya, Malachi, and Esther. Both medieval and modern commentaries will be analyzed, as well as a focus on understanding deeper layers in Midrash. 
תרי עשר
Rabbi Dani Goldstein

Erroneously labeled The 12 Minor Prophets, the collected prophesies of Trei Asar are anything but. These 12 short Nevi'im are a window into the world of the Jewish people in different times and circumstances. As a whole, they provide a sweeping view of the religious and societal challenges faced by Bnei Yisrael. This course will explore the diverse messages of the different prophets which comprise Trei Asar, with an eye towards understanding not only the specific concerns of each Navi in their time, but their global messages as well.
שאול ודוד

Mrs. Amanda Klatt

Starting with Chapter 8 of Sefer Shmuel, this class will explore Bnei Yisrael's long and turbulent transition from tribal rule to monarchy.  Focusing on the detailed and exciting narratives of the book, we will examine the personalities of Shaul and David, as well as broader questions of what it means to be a leader, what stance the book takes towards monarchy, and how these ancient stories resonate with our daily lives.  
כתובים 

Rabbi Jonathan Duker

Of the three sections of the Tanach, Ketuvim is the most diverse, as the books included within Ketuvim focus on ethics, narratives, philosophy, and history. In this class we will study (in varying depths) a number of these books and subjects, including Iyov (philosophy), Kohelet (ethics), Daniel (narratives), and Ezra (history). 
מגילות אסתר ורות
Mrs. Havi Bitter
Megillot Esther and Ruth are the only two sifrei Tanach that bear the name of women. Together we will study these two megillot, Esther which is read on Purim, and Ruth which we will read on Shavuot, coinciding with the end of the semester. Both stories are dramatic and fairy-tale like, but ALSO contain depth and complexity which demand in-depth analysis to uncover. In our learning, we will focus on the main issues and ideas of each perek, and we will seek to obtain an approach to the sefer as a whole. As women, we will seek to draw inspiration from these two unique female role models in Jewish History.

נשים בתנ"ך
Ms. Tsipora Rakhovskaya

The course will focus on the deeper understanding of the distinct challenges, individuality, and spiritual growth of some of the women in Tanach. We will start with Imahot and then move on to other personalities. Our course will survey the text, as well as midrashim and classical/modern commentaries. The goal of the course is to enable us to view each of the nashim betanach as a real and absolutely unique person, as well for each student to feel confident to research any person of interest in Tanach on her own. 

Insight and Inspiration-Reflections on the Weekly Parsha

Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb

In this course we will examine the weekly parsha in search of insight and inspiration. Classical and contemporary commentators, Hasidic teachings and Mussar insights, moving stories and humorous anecdotes will all be referenced as we derive meaningful lessons from the text. Join us for a fascinating and fresh look at Parshat Ha-Shavuah. Bonus: You’ll always have a great devar torah to share with your Shabbat host!

Topics in Bamidbar

Rabbi Dani Goldstein
In this course, we will delve into the triumphs and failures of Bnei Yisrael as presented in Sefer Bamidbar. We will use the text as a springboard to understand the issues of spirituality and humanity as they relate to us in our own world. We will mine the Chumash using the classical commentaries, while developing an approach towards independent analysis and learning skills.
HALACHA:
Halachic Questions on the Parsha 

Mrs. Gabz Staiman

In this class we will start with an overview of the Parsha. Each week, we will focus on a specific part of the Parasha and a modern Halachic question which arises from it. In a discussion based forum, we will raise questions and suggest answers. Then, we will read and discuss what our Poskim write on the issues.

הלכות טהרת המשפחה
Ms. Adi Bitter
Taharat Hamishpacha is a very central area of Jewish Law, yet many women never have the opportunity to spend more than a few brief sessions before marriage learning about it.  The purpose of this class is to enhance our understanding of this area of halacha, and to learn about our bodies, relationships, and communication as they pertain to this corpus of law.  We will study the background sources that serve as a basis for contemporary practice of Hilchot Taharat Hamishpacha, and will explore the surrounding women's health issues that are intrinsically connected to it. This class will focus heavily on chavruta learning of primary sources, and is geared toward intellectually curious, highly motivated students with a strong desire to learn halacha in depth and to grapple with text.  While a passionate desire to learn is necessary, previous experience working with primary texts is not.

Comparative Law/Jurisprudence
Rabbi Nir Knoll


In this class, we will study some of the major differences and similarities between Western (American) Law and Jewish Law. We will explore some of the major issues that each legal system has to deal with, such as why we punish, the death penalty, is there such a thing as Absolute Truth, when are we legally responsible for what we do (Comparative Theories of Torts), what is the relationship between Law and Morality. 
Practical Halachot of Brachot

Mrs. Adi Bitter

Am I supposed to wash for a slice of pizza?  What bracha do I make on my multi-grain breakfast cereal?  Do I make a bracha rishona and achrona if I eat just one gummy worm?  If you wonder about these and other practical applications of the laws of brachot, join us for a hands-on, source-based, interactive class.  Get ready to tackle sources with your chavruta and to bring in your cereal boxes!
Medical Ethics

Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb

Join us as we explore the exciting interface between modern medicine and halacha. In this course we will analyze many fascinating and controversial issues, such as: cosmetic surgery and cloning, abortion and organ transplants, IVF and gender selection, and much more. If you are interested in learning about how traditional halacha confronts contemporary challenges and new discoveries then this is the class for you!
Seminar: Development of Halacha

Rabbi Dani Goldstein
We open seforim such as Mishna Berura, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch and Shemirat Shabbat K'Hilchosa every day—but by what process do those rulings make it onto the page? What laws were given to Moshe and what were decided by people? How do we understand debate and how do we decide who is the final authority? All of these questions (and more) will be explored in this seminar.
ביו אדם לחבירו in the Modern World

Mrs. Havi Bitter

In this class we will discuss all different realms of halachot that apply bein adam l'chaveiro. Not only will we learn all of the sources but we will discuss applications that apply in the modern day world. Is a person allowed to look at an exam from previous years if he knows the teacher will be using the same exam? When is one allowed to lie for the sake of Shidduchim? What is our exact obligation in matters of tzedaka? If and when a person is ever allowed to "fight" with his parents over issues of religiousity? Do I always have the obligation to return a lost object if I see one? Although many areas of bein adam l'chaveiro are intuitive we will learn that the Torah has a detailed and thorough approach to many specific issues.

הלכות שבת

Rav Morrie Wruble

From the perspective that תלמוד מביא לידי מעשה ("study fosters observance"), Hilchot Shabbat is an essential aspect of any curriculum.  Such a central aspect of Jewish life demands not only a knowledge of what to do, but an understanding of why.  We will study some of the most commonly encountered areas of hilkhot Shabbat--including bishul, boreir and muktzeh--with emphasis on both the development of these halakhot and their practical application.
Women in Jewish Law- Intermediate
Mrs. Ilana Gottlieb
As Jewish women, it is essential for us to study and gain insight into the mitzvot that we observe.  In this course, we will develop a deep conceptual understanding of a woman’s performance of mitzvot. We will trace the unique set of laws applying to the Jewish woman from Tanakh through contemporary poskim.  The challenges and opportunities facing the Jewish woman in today's society will be discussed, debated and analyzed throughout the year. Topics we will cover include: Talmud Torah, Tzniut, Mechitza, Kisui Rosh, Kol Isha, and more.  
Women in Jewish Law- Advanced
Mrs. Havi Bitter
As Jewish women, it is essential for us to study and gain insight into the mitzvot that we observe.  In this course, we will develop a deep conceptual understanding of a woman’s performance of mitzvot. We will trace the unique set of laws applying to the Jewish woman from Tanakh through contemporary poskim.  The challenges and opportunities facing the Jewish woman in today's society will be discussed, debated and analyzed throughout the year. Topics we will cover include: Talmud Torah, Tzniut, Mechitza, Kisui Rosh, Kol Isha, and more.  This course will involve Beit Midrash style study of a variety of different sources.
Jews and Non Jews

Rabbi Jonathan Duker

You are Jewish. Most of the world is not. At times this could be complicated. 

In this class we will discuss philosophical, ethical, and halachic dilemmas that a Torah Jew will often face while encountering the larger world. Philosophical and ethical issues such as reasons behind this distinction, differing roles of Jews and non-Jews, and responding to prejudices that may arise in such a framework will be discussed beginning with Tanach and continuing until contemporary thinkers. Halachic issues taught will include strictures related to marriage, food, and religious worship . 

Halachic Issues in the Modern State of Israel

Rav Morrie Wruble

After 2000 years of exile, the Jewish people have finally returned home. This course will begin with the philosophic introduction regarding the significance of living in Eretz Yisrael today. It will then move on to discuss many of the halachic issues involved in living in a Modern Jewish State. For example: Shabbat, army, rights of non-Jews, conversion, etc.

Kashrut on Campus

Rabbi Goldstein
Keeping kosher is one of the pillars of Jewish observance, and understanding the principles of Kashrut and knowing how to apply them is paramount to living a full Jewish life.  The college dormitory presents particular challenges in this regard.  This course will provide an overview of the principles of kashrut, with special emphasis on issues that are likely to arise and emphasis the practical laws and issues pertaining to the maintenance of a kosher home.
HASHKAFA:
Be All You Can Be
Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb

Through the study of the sefer "Chovot HaTalmidim," a famous Chassidic work, we will gain insight into how people learn and grow spiritually and, most importantly, how each of us can make the most of our potential. 

Spiritual Trailblazers
Rabbi Jonathan Duker

This course will focus on three of the most creative Jewish thinkers of the past 200 years, Rebbe Nahman, the first and only rebbe of Breslover Hassidism, Rav Tzadok from Lublin, one of the most influential converts to Hassidism, and Rav Avraham Yizhak Kook, the first Chief Rabbi of Eretz Yisrael. The section on Rebbe Nahman will focus on his interpreting original stories, his efforts to find personal meaning in prayer, and his adventurous trip to Israel. Discussions of Rav Tzadol will focus on finding meaning in Torah study and the role of creativity in halacha. The section on Rav Kook will focus on identifying Torah values in modern principles including tolerance, nationalism, and animal rights. Texts will be handed out on a class by class basis. Sincere discussion of the issues will be strongly encouraged, this class is open to all students who are capable of respectfully listening to others talk.     
Media, Movies, and Mussar

Rabbi Nachum Amsel
Each week, a different movie clip or TV show will be presented as a trigger for discussion. After a discussion by the students, the Jewish view on each topic will be presented through sources. Source sheets on each topic are available up on request.
Basic Judaism in תורה שבכתב
Rav Morrie Wruble

In this course, we will use  תורה שבכתב as a sourcebook for defining what the essentials of Judaism are and what it takes, both in thought and deed, to develop into a true religious personality. We will 

contest the view of Judaism with that of both Christianity and Islam and try to show that even had you not been born an Orthodox Jew, logic would lead you to become one.

The Power of Tefilah

Mrs. Miri Kwalwasser

In this course we will discuss the fundamentals of Tefilah.  We will discover the essential role that Tefilah plays in spiritual growth and forging a relationship with our creator.  We will study and analyze the morning blessings which will help us develop an awareness and appreciation of Hashem’s involvement in our daily lives. The classes will be partially text-based and largely discussion oriented, incorporating several mental and spiritual exercises in order to concretize and personalize their lessons. 
הגדה של פסח 
Rabbi Dani Goldstein
The Pesach Seder is perhaps the most practiced Jewish ritual. This course in Haggadah will focus on three points. To understated the roots and structure of the Seder, to give insight into the words, and to explore the meaning of Geulah which is the Seder's central theme. An understanding of the Haggadah will help illuminate our Sedarim for ourselves and our families.
מסילת ישרים

Rav Morrie Wruble

The Mesilat Yesharim was written by Rav Moshe Chaim Luzzato in the eighteenth century and has become the most renowned of all Mussar sefarim. It describes a step by step approach towards development of one’s character traits and growth in service of G-d. For anyone who is truly interested in improving as a human being and becoming a true oved Hashem: this course is highly recommended.

Wednesdays with Rav Morrie

Rav Morrie Wruble
This course will re-examine the basic themes contained in Parshat HaShavua from the Hashkafic and Mussar perspective. How is Torah Shebichtav meant to be learned and what does it have to teach us regarding the meaning of our existence in this world.
"Be All You Can Be" - Character Development and Self Improvement

Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb
In this class we will study selections of text which relate to our lives in the 21st century and can help us grow as individuals. Topics to be studied include: making the most of life's challenges; improving our middot; identifying and fulfilling our potential; making the most of the Shabbat experience and much more.
Dating and Marriage: Halacha & Hashkafa

Rabbi Jonathan Duker
This class will incorporate both class discussions and text study on many halachic, philosophical, sociological, and psychological aspects of dating, weddings, and marriage.  Topics covered to include “Dating and Shidduchim: From Borough Park to the West Side,” “Engagement to Marriage: A Halachic Walkthrough,” and “Your Spouse: Care and Maintenance.”   
Life Cycles

Rabbi Jason Knapel

From Birth to Death- Ever wonder why people put all their jewelry around the baby at a pidyon haben? Do you say “Baruch Shepatrani” on a Bat Mitzvah? Wonder why a Kallah walks around the Chatan 7 times? In this class we will explore the reasons, halachot and minhagim of all the major lifecycle events so that when they happen to you – you know what and why we Jews do what we do! 

The Jewish Calendar
Mrs. Tsipora Rakhovskaya

We will explore the significance and deeper meaning of the holidays and special dates in the Jewish year, focusing on the logical flow and connection of the consecutive dates. We will devote particular attention to how to gain more from each of these dates.  

תפילה
Rabbi Jonathan Mishkin

Prayer presents perhaps Judaism's greatest challenge. It is a Mitzvah unaccompanied by action—the individual confronts God with her mind, her mouth and her heart.  The high frequency of this practice demands great attention, and the entire institution of prayer must be examined in order to make this a meaningful practice.  In this course we will explore the philosophical underpinnings of prayer such as: how do we know God is listening?  Does God want us to address Him even if we have nothing to say?  Does prayer change the future or does it change the individual?  As well, we will work through the central prayers of the Siddur to understand their origins and meanings.
Issues in Modern Jewish Philosophy

Rabbi Jason Knapel
In this class we will attempt to anticipate some of the challenges that will occur when the student is no longer in their supportive Jewish environment. We will be discussing issues such as: What to do when we start to doubt, How to react and interact with other religions and with other denominations of Judaism, Is evolution anti – Torah, What is Biblical criticism, and the like.

Leaving the Cocoon
Rav Morrie Wruble
This course will deal with many of the difficult challenges that an orthodox woman faces as she leaves the security of house and home and enters college and the “real world”. Topics such as: interaction with non-religious Jews and non-Jews, peer pressure situations, biblical criticism, dating and intermarriage, career choices, marriage choices, and choosing a place to live will be analyzed from a Torah perspective. The course will be based on texta and class discussions.

Jewish Beliefs
Rabbi Jonathan Mishkin

This survey course will address issues of current concern to the seminary student.  Some of the ideas we will discuss include arguments on behalf of Revelation and the Torah's authority; objective and subjective truth in religion and faith; reconciling Torah teachings with scientific claims; and reasons for the modern Jew to keep a lifestyle of Mitzvot. This text-based course will leave ample room for debate and will encourage further study on the topics we raise. 

Philosophy of Rav Soloveitchik
Rabbi Dani Goldstein

The Rav, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, was among the most influential leaders and thinkers of twentieth century orthodoxy, whose impact is felt in our shuls, schools and homes. The Rav's essays remain a wellspring of insight into the world and the Jew's place in it.  Issues such as the State of Israel, Torah and creativity, prayer, and other topics, as well as finding unifying themes in his thought, will be explored.
Chasidut in the Parsha

Rabbi Jonathan Duker

About 200 years ago a man called the Baal Shem Tov wandered around Eastern Europe teaching a religious philosophy based on the kabbalah that emphasized the importance of prayer and personal spiritual struggles that later came to be known as Chassidut. The teachings of the Baal Shem and his students are found in both popular stories and scholarly writings. In this class we will cover both. Each unit will focus on a Chassidic Rebbi and include historical biography, Chassidic stories , and a commentary of that Rebbi on the Parsha.
The Search for Avodat Hashem in Today's World

Rabbi Noam Koenigsberg

In my course, we'll be dealing with issues that arise in the path of a modern student of Torah in her search for spirituality in Judaism. We'll be dealing with questions like: How can we ensure that our Yahadut is not law-centered but rather G-d-centered? How do we cope with the peaks and falls that we experience in our spiritual lives? How can we find spiritual meaning in a non-spiritual post-seminary surrounding? How can we ensure that our Avodat Hashem becomes a relationship with Hashem? " All this and MORE, if you take my Machshava class….”
The Afterworld
Rabbi Dani Goldstein
What is the difference between Gan Eden and Olam Habah? Does Techiyat Hameitim have anything to do with Moshiach? These are all concepts with which we are familiar, but what are their precise meanings? The goal of this course is to offer a survey of the various opinions regarding these terms, and help us order the concepts in a logical framework (and maybe even find a small hint of practical application for our daily lives!) 

Neshama of the Hebrew Alphabet

Mrs. Geula Twersky

Each of the twenty two letters of the Hebrew Alphabet has a special Neshama, spiritual meaning and significance. We will study the hidden meaning of the Hebrew letters by using Gemarot, Midrashim, and the writings of Harav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook. Each class will culminate with the creation of a pastel sketch conveying the depth of the Hebrew letters.

Chaburah V’Chavrutah
Mrs. Miri Kwalwasser

Class time will be devoted to discussing topics related to character development, self actualization, relationships and the like. Beit Midrash will be a Mussar Seder – Independent study (b’chavruta) of specific Musar topics and books. 

Chaburah V’Chavrutah

Mrs. Barbara Vidomlanski

In this course, we will focus on understanding mitzvot, focusing in particular on the "Aseret HaDibrot". We will analyze and discuss various mitzvot using both classic and modern commentaries.  This course will be largely discussion based and geared toward gaining a greater understanding of mitzvot and the role they play in our daily lives. 

Philosophy of the Rambam

Rabbi Jonathan Duker

Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon may be the most important rabbi of the past two thousand years. As a writer rabbi, he sought to clarify the teachings of the Torah by putting them forward systematically. As a philosopher,   he sought to explain the difficulties of religious life in a rational way that could appeal to a scientifically minded individual. As the most revered leader of Jews under Islamic rule in the Middle Ages, he found himself navigating the most critical crisis’ of his day including forced conversions, false messiahs, and attacks on the very validity of Judaism. 

Balance and Boundaries
Rabbi Dani Goldstein 
A class about choices. We will discuss the possibilities and price of personal freedom within the context of Halacha and Jewish thought. We will draw on sources of all kinds to help advance the conversation. 
מעגל השנה

Rabbi Simi Sherman
The Jewish calendar is a living, breathing, and vibrant guide which leads us through the various emotions and experiences of our Jewish existence. From the exulted freedom of Passover to the bitter tears of Tisha B’Av , the Jewish calendar helps shape the character of the Jewish experience. However, too often we are caught off guard and find ourselves unprepared to properly absorb the power of each month and the flavor of each holiday as they seem to suddenly arrive unexpectedly. In this course, we will travel through the entire Jewish year- from start to finish- and make stops along the way to learn about the laws and lessons of each special day. Obviously, the course will not be able to cover every holiday in full detail, but will at least give a taste of each one. The course will cover at least basic laws related to each significant day, as well as provide an understanding of the morals and values that each day is meant to introduce.
דע מה להשיב: Topics in Emunah
Mrs. Michal Baruch

In this course we will confront the challenging questions we may have about G-d, the Torah and Judaism.  We will learn how to explain basic concepts in Judaism to less affiliated Jews, non-Jews and even to ourselves.  Different topics for discussion will be the existence of G-d, the Divinity of the Written and Oral Torah, Antisemitism, Missionaries and other contemporary issues pertaining to Jewish women.
עם סגולה: A Study of Modern Orthodoxy
Rabbi Aharon Wexler
This class will discuss the major issues that are facing the Jewish People today. Serious students will learn to develop the tools necessary to take an active role in the conversations going on in the
Jewish community. We will endeavor to expose the student to different Jewish thinkers and the many "hot-button" issues facing the Chosen People in the Global Village. Some of these topics include the
role of modern women in Judaism; the differences between Reform, Conservative, and Orthodoxy; Evolution, Archeology, & The Bible. All with the goal of preparing our students for life in university and
the world at large.

Topics in פרקי אבות
Mrs. Ilana Gottlieb

In this course, we will use a variety of sources to gain a deeper understanding of the themes and messages in פרקי אבות. We will learn both בחברותא   and as a group as we examine the timeless messages of morality. We will discuss and debate relevant ideas that apply to our lives today.
Faith & Suffering
Rabbi Eli Ozarowski

 Why do bad things happen to good people (Tzadik V'ra Lo)?  Can we ever understand why the Holocaust happened?  How do we respond to tragedy and suffering both in our personal lives and in the collective experience of the Jewish people?                              
In this class, we will iy"H attempt to grapple with these difficult questions. Through analyzing Jewish sources spanning from the time of Chazal through twentieth century thinkers & a good deal of lively discussion, we will outline a number of approaches to the questions above, beginning with general suffering and moving into specific questions about the Holocaust in the second half of the course.  Although students should not expect to emerge with all of the answers, they will be able to appreciate better how the greatest minds in Jewish history approached these subjects and hopefully be able to apply some of this material to their own lives. 
Timeless Issues in Modern Israel

Rabbi Jonathan Duker

In the State of Israel, headlines from the newspaper often reflect philosophical and halachic issues thousands of years in the making.  In this class we will discuss traditional Jewish views surrounding the most important issues in Israel today. Whenever possible, topics will be chosen to correspond with current events. Topics discussed will include tensions between religion and state, religious views of Israel within Jewish history, how the Jewish state affects halacha, obligations and dilemmas of Tzahal, and many more.   
Fifth Column: Experiments in Jewish Education   

Rabbi Jonathan Mishkin

Your final class of the week presents studies in informal education.  This course introduces a Halakhic, Biblical or philosophical topic and twists it to provide an evening of experiential learning. Values clarification exercises, games, puzzles, role playing and a murder mystery are some of the methods we'll use in subjecting familiar issues to new scrutiny.  Come prepared to think and debate, but mostly to challenge what you thought you knew about Judaism.  
האומנות שבתפילה
Mrs. Geula Twersky
In this course, we will learn Tefillot such as Lecha Dodi, Eishet Chayil, Ashrei, and more and express our emotional reactions through painting and art. No prior art experience is necessary.
Essential Talmudic Discussions: The Sources of Many Well-Known Halachot, Minhagim, and Beliefs

Rabbi Norman Meskin

This course is designed to provide an educated Jewish woman with the knowledge of a wide range of Talmudic texts that serve as the underpinnings of many of Judaism’s most essential practices and concepts. Topics to be discussed will include (but not limited to): The relationship between the Written and Oral Torahs; insights into the human psyche and behavior; sources for some of our most popular Holiday observances; the bases of many widely-known halachic concepts. Handouts, containing text and analysis or commentary, will be provided for each session.

TALMUD:

The Hidden World-An Exploration of Aggada and Midrash

Rabbi Dovid Gottlieb

The ancient texts of the Aggada and Midrash contain timeless wisdom “hidden” in the form of amazing stories, elaborate parables, and cryptic sayings. In this course we will uncover the deeper messages that Chazal intended to communicate in these remarkable passages. Join us as we focus on such topics as” the holidays, Tefillah, ethics, character traits, and the challenges of modernity. 

Gemara: Massechet Makkot 

Rabbi Jonathan Mishkin
What is the Talmud?  This Gemara course explores the many levels comprising one of Judaism's most cherished works.  The Gemara is the Jewish guide to life - discussing law, ethics, history, science, and Torah interpretation.  Through our study of Masechet Makkot, we will focus on elements of the criminal mind, criminal law and court procedure. Supplementary discussions will analyze the significance of this 2000 year old document and why Jews continue to revere its message.  This Talmud course is an opportunity for students to develop their understanding of the Gemara's style and content. It is a text-based course that is suitable for newcomers to Gemara as well as those who have had previous experience learning Talmud.
CHABUROT: Intermediate Gemara: Masechet Megila (First Perek)
Reb Norman Meskin

The study of gemara is the study of an ongoing, dynamic process that we refer to as “Torah She’be’alpe”-“Oral Torah.”  Study of this particular chapter of Masechet Megila is ideal for developing an understanding of the relationship between the Written Torah (“Torah She’bichtav”) and the Oral Torah. Students will also gain insight into the approach the Rabbis took to the task of insuring that Torah remained relevant in all times and in all places. 

This Gemara course will be geared to both beginners and those with some exposure to Talmud. 

Intensive Gemara
Rav Morrie Wruble

The Gemara is the central work of Torah Sheb'al Peh.  Not only does it form the basis for all of Halakhah, it is also the repository of thousands of years of Jewish wisdom. This class is intended for 
students with experience studying gemara, and want to explore the beauty and the depth of Talmudic methodology.  Emphasis will be placed on improving textual and analytical skills in the gemara and rishonim with the goal of enabling students to study independently.

Advanced Gemara
Rabbi Jason Knapel

We will be studying the 10th Perek of Masechet Pesachim in depth covering not only the “Peshat “ of the Gemara, but the rishonim as well. Students will be expected to prepare the source material in advance so that during the shiur we can focus not on translation, but rather the “Lomdus” or in-depth analysis of the topics we are studying. 

JEWISH HISTORY:

History of the Holocaust

Rabbi Aharon Wexler

What were the thousand years of Yiddish culture that was destroyed by the Holocaust? Who exactly were the six million men, women, and children slaughtered by their neighbors? What was the nature of the world they lived in? How did it happen?The purpose of this class is:
-To develop an understanding of the world of East-European Jewry
-To understand what Nazism was
-To learn about life in the Ghetto
-To learn the extent of the Nazi atrocities
-To understand the history of Christian Anti-Semitism
-To explore different types of resistance, Spiritual vs. Physical
-To explore the connection between the Holocaust and the Jews being Stateless
-To understand the connection between Israel and the Holocaust 

The David Project

Mr. Ze’ev Orenstein

Israel as a country and a political entity is always in the news.  Anti-Semitism and pro-Palestinian sentiment are in full gear on the college campus and in the world at large.  This course is designed to teach you to advocate effectively for Israel on campus.  Educate yourself with a dynamic seminar, a multimedia presentation and Israel policy experts that focus on the Jewish connection to the Land of Israel, and the development of Jewish leadership skills.

Survey of Jewish History
Rabbi Aharon Wexler
What is the story of the Jewish People? How did a group of former slaves become the "People of the Book"? How did Jews live thousands of years ago? How did they survive 2000 years of exile to come home and establish a Jewish State in Eretz Yisrael? This course will expose the student to the major trends that have moved Judaism and the Jewish people from the Tanach till the Palmach. We Jews believe that HaShem is the G-d of history and it is through the study of history that we can see His hand guiding world affairs.

Heroes of Israel's Past and Present

Mrs. Geula Twersky

This class focuses on a different hero from the Neviim in each class. We will learn the story from the text of the Navi, and then proceed to meet a hero from Israel's modern Zionist history, who exemplifies complementary heroic characteristics. For example, we will learn the story of Shimshon, and follow up with learning about the incredible sacrifice of Eli Cohn.  

Zionism: From the Tanach to the Palmach

Rabbi Aharon Wexler

An intensive study of the modern political phenomena that has brought about a Jewish State in Eretz Yisrael. Who were these secular and religious Jews who brought about a complete change in Jewish affairs after a 2000-year exile?  What is Zionism?  What happened in the 19th century to bring Zionism into the hearts and minds of the people?  How does Israel today function as a Jewish state while also acting as a vibrant democracy? This class will introduce the student to the "movers and shakers" who shaped Zionist thinking. It will also expose students to the issues and problems of a modern Jewish State that also functions as a democracy.  Lastly, students will become familiar with the importance of Eretz Yisrael in Jewish Thought. 
HEBREW:
Ulpan 1 & 2
Ms. Rochella Eliyahu

Do you want to be able to listen to the radio in Hebrew?  More importantly, would you like to be able to converse with your kids at Beit Hayeled?  Ulpan will cover these topics and more and help you greatly in establishing a relationship with your kids, your mishpachton and the b’not sherut.
רשימת קורסים
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